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ANNUAL  REPORT 


OF  THE 


Medical  Officer  of  Health 


DALTON-IN-FURNESS  URBAN  DISTRICT,  1919. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Dalton-in-Furness 
Urban  District  Council. 

( lENTl.EMEN', 

The  time  lias,  again,  arrived  when  it  is  niv  duty  to  present  to 
yon  a report,  for  the  year  which  is  past,  dealing  with  the  health  and 
sanitary  condition  of  tlie  District  over  which  you  exercise  control. 
With  the  advent  of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  many  new  questions  have 
to  be  dealt  with,  and  these  are  set  out  in  detail  in  a memorandum 
issued  by  the  Ministry,  and  forwarded  to  your  Clerk. 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE 

DISTRICT. 

POPULA  riON — When  the  Census  was  taken  in  1911.  the  population 
was  10,765.  At  this  time  there  were  2,483  inhabited  houses 
and  380  uninhabited,  but  during  the  war  I think  it  would  be 
safe  to  say  that  practically  every  house,  that  was  at  all  tit  for 
occupation,  was  taken  up  and  some  that  were,  certainly,  quite 
unfit.  It  is  now  estimated  that  the  population  is  13,360,  and 
this,  notwithstanding  the  fact,  that  many  workers.  Colonial 
and  from  other  parts  of  England,  who  flocKcd  to  the  District 
on  account  of  the  demand  for  labour,  have  now  left.  The 
population  is  distributed  as  under: — 


Dalton  and  Newton 
Lindal  and  Marton 
.Askarn  and  Ireleth 


900 

3530 


8930 


Total 


13.360 


PHYSICAL  FEATURES  AND  CHARACTER  OF 
THE  DISTRICT 


Dalton  is  built  on  a gravel  sub-soil,  with  the  limestone 
outcropping  at  the  North  and  East  parts  ol  the  town.  From  the 
North  to  Haume  and  Greenscoe  we  still  liave  the  limestone,  which 
at  these  places  runs  into  the  clay  slate.  Askam  is  built  on  the  sand, 
and  Ireleth  on  the  Lower  Ireleth  slate,  the  limestone  appearing  again 
at  Dunnerholme.  Lindal  is  mostly  limestone,  witli  clay  slate  at 
Marton.  ^ 

1 he  chief  occupations  of  the  inhabitants  are  iron  ore  mining 
and  limestone  quarrying,  but  no  less  than  920  men  hnd  employment 
at  the  large  works  of  Vickers,  Ltd.,  at  Barrow-in-Furness. 

W.ATER  SUPPLY — The  water  supply  is  derived  from  the  reservoirs 
of  the  Barrow  Corporation  situated  at  Powka  Beck,  and  these 
reservoirs  are  supplied  from  the  iqdand  surface  water.  The 
supply  is  constant  and  there  is  little  fear  of  animal  organii' 
pollution  or  plumbo-solvent  action. 

Complaints  of  iuSidHciency  of  pressure  in  the  higher  parts 
of  the  town  and  district  have  been  pretty  frequent  and  this, 
no  doubt,  is  due  to  the  fact,  that  for  some  inscrutable  reason 
the  undertakers  persist,  in  spite  of  appeals  made  to  them,  in 
delivering  the  supply  to  Dalton  from  a supplementary 
reservoir  situated  at  the  summit  of  Hoghouse  Brow.  lire 
head  of  pressure  is,  thus,  reduced  to  such  an  extent,  that  the 
water  has  difficulty  in  rising  to  the  higher  parts  of  tlie  town. 

Considerable  lengths  of  mains  have  been  re-laid  in  various 
parts  of  the  district. 

RIVERS — The  overflow  from  Powka  Beck  Reservoir  is  the  only 
stream  running  through  your  district  and  this  is  not  liable 
to  pollution. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE — The  sewerage  of  the  town  is  laid 
out  on  the  dual  system,  separate  sewers  for  the  storm  water 
being  provided,  'fhe  sewage  is  taken  into  settling  tanks,  and 
after  filtration  through  coke,  is  discharged  into  the  sewers  ot 
the  Barrow  Corporation  at  Furness  Abbe)’  and  thence  into 
the  sea. 

Askam,  Lindal,  Marton  and  Newton  are  efficiently  sewered. 
As  regards  the  Lindal  outfall,  ol  which  complaints  were  made 
by  a neighbouring  authority,  new  detritus  tanks  and  coke 
breeze  lilters  have  been  provided,  and  it  is  now  hoped  that  no 
further  complaint  of  stream  [lollntion  will  be  necessai)’. 
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Askam — The  Back  Steel  St.  and  Back  Sliarp  Street  sewers 
have  been  taken  up  and  relaid,  and  should  now  be  quite 
satisfactory. 

Ireleth — 'The  work  in  connection  with  this  small,  but 
necessary,  scheme  is  still  in  abeyance,  on  account  of  the 
excessive  cost  of  labour  and  material. 

Tunnel  Cottages — These  cottages  have  been  provided 
with  a new  sewer  discharging  into  a septic  tank.  W.C’s.  have 
been  substituted  for  the  old  privies,  and  new  wash-houses 
erected. 


REP'USE  RliMOVAL — The  removal  of  house  refuse  is  carried  out 
by  the  Council,  and  every  attention  is  given  to  the  efficient 
conduct  of  the  woik.  There  has  been  a very  heavy  advance 
in  the  cost  of  the  wo;lc,  but  lam  convinced  that  in  no  depart- 
ment of  sanitation  is  money  better  spent  than  in  the 
efficient  scavenging  of  a district.  The  refuse  is  disposed  of  at 
the  tip,  and  the  general  arrangements  are  as  efficient  as  it  is 
possible  to  make  tlieni. 

.As  far  as  practicable,  when  W.C’s.  have  been  substituted  for 
Common  Privies  the  old  Ashpits  have  been  abolished  and 
portable  covered  bins  have  been  provided,  but  1 fear  that  out 
of  the  750  movable  receptacles  that  have  been  installed,  at 
least  500  are  of  a nondescript  character,  and  the  Authority 
would  appear  to  have  restricted  powers  to  compel  the  provision 
of  galvanized  sanitary  bins,  so  long  as  no  nuisance  can  be  said 
to  exist. 


SCHOOLS — The  Sanitary  condition  of  the  Elementary  Day  Schools 
is,  on  the  whole,  quite  satisfactory,  as  regards  water  suiipl), 
privy  accommodation  and  drainage.  Some  complaints  were 
received  as  to  the  condition  of  tlie  Lindal-in  Furness  .Schools 
and  the  Education  Autlioritv  made  some  very  necessary  im- 
provements. 


.MILK  SUPPLY. — In  dealing  with  the  milk  su|jply  to  a district, 
attention  must  naturally  be  directed  to  the  source  of  the  supply, 
and  I fear  1 am  unable  to  speak  with  any  more  sa i isfaclion  tlian 
heretofore  about  the  condition  of  the  Cowsheds.  T'ew  of  these 
are  really  good  and  many  quite  unsatisfactoi y.  but  it  is  very 
difficult,  under  existing  circumstances,  to  see  how  their  condi- 
tion is  to  be  impro\'ed,  more  especially,  as  little  short  of 
entire  rec:onstru(:tir)n  would  adequately  satisfs'  the  demands  of 
up-to-date  sheds 


6 


MILK  (Mothers  and  Children)  ORDER,  igi8. — Your  Council  have 
taken  advantage  of  this  Order,  and  Milk  is  supplied,  in 
necessitous  cases  for  expectant  mothers,  and  children  under  five 
years  old,  either  free  or  under  cost  price. 

HOUSING. — I am  not  able  to  enter  upon  this  question  with  any 
feeling  of  pleasure.  Housing  conditions,  in  the  district  are  none 
too  satisfactory,  an  although  a great  amount  of  inspectorial 
work  has  been  done  and  defects  reported  upon,  very  little 
remedial  work  has  been  carried  out,  and  v\e  have  to  deplore  a 
very  considerable  balance  of  arrears.  No  doubt  this  has  been 
due,  in  the  main,  to  the  heavy  cost  of  labour  and  material,  to 
say  nothing  of  the  shortage  of  both,  still  when  every  excuse 
has  been  made,  I think  we  are  bound  to  feel  that  want  of  real 
method  has  been  the  main  factor  in  the  delay.  There  is, 
undoubtedly,  a great  shortage  of  houses,  and  many  of  those 
now  occupied  are  terribly  defective,  and  we  must,  in  the  future, 
face  the  problem  of  bringing  about  a very  different  state  of 
affairs.  Our  workers,  should  not  be  compelled  to  spend  their 
hours  at  home  in  dwellings  that  can  scarcely  be  considered  fit 
for  habitation,  and  in  which  we  ourselves  should  not  like  to 
spend  a single  week,  to  say  nothing  of  the  fact  that  such  an 
environment  is  entirely  subversive  to  the  healthy  and  moral 
upbringing  of  the  younger  generation.  The  Council  will  shortly 
enter  upon  a scheme  for  the  provision  of  fifty  new  houses, 
as  an  instalment  of  the  requirements  of  the  district. 


VIT./^L  ST./\TISTICS. 

Births. — During  the  past  year  320  births  have  been 
registered,  which  produces  a birth-rate  of  23'9  per  1000.  In  the  vear 
1917  there  were  380  births,  the  birth-rate  then  being  28‘5  per  1,000. 


The  births  have  been  distributed  as  follows  : — 


1919. 

1918. 

Births 

Birth-rate 

Births 

Birt  h-rate. 

Dalton  and  Newton  . 

1^8 

22’  I 

248 

277 

Lindal  and  Marton  . 

..  20 

22'9 

25 

27  7 

Askam  and  Ireleth  . 

..  102 

28-8 

109 

30-8 

320 

^.^■9 

28-5 

There  have  been 

158  male 

children  born 

and 

ib2  females. 

'There  have  been  18  illegitimate  births — 1 i mules  and  7 females. 
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IJeaths. --During  the  year  under  notice  159  deatlis  have 
been  registered  as  occurring  in  tire  district,  but  22  residents  have  died 
outside  the  district,  and  to  arrive  at  the  correct  death-rate  these  have 
to  be  added,  so  that  the  deaths  of  residents  is  181,  equal  to  a death- 


of  I3'5  per  1,000. 

Deaths 

1919 

Death-rate 

1918 

Deaths  Deatli-rate 

Dalton  and  Newton  ... 

1 28 

H‘3 

196 

2 1 '9 

Lind, 'll  and  Marton  ... 

1 1 

12  2 

20 

22'2 

.Askam  and  Ireletli  ... 

42 

irg 

67 

i8'g 

181 

t3'5 

283 

21' 1 

fhere  have  been  gy  deaths  in  males  and  82  in  females. 

Infantile  Deaths. — In  the  year  1919  there  were  25  deaths 
in  infants  under  one  year  old,  which  is  equal  to  an  infantile  death- 
rate  of  yS'i  per  1,000  births.  In  the  year  igi8  there  were  47  deaths 
at  the  same  age  period,  equal  to  an  infantile  d?ath-rate  of  i23‘o  per 


,000  births  These  deat! 

IS  have  been  distributed  as  follows  : — 

1919. 

1918. 

Infantile 

Infantile 

Infantile  Infantile 

Deaths 

Death-rate 

Deaths  Death-rat 

Dalton  and  Newton  . 

15 

757 

32  I29'0 

Lindal  and  Marton  . 

I 

50-0 

3 I20'0 

Askam  and  Ireleth  . 

9 

88-2 

12  IIO’O 

25 

Op 

47  123-0 

There  have  been 

no  deaths  of  illigetimate  infants. 

AtJSES  OF  Infantile  Deaths. 

Dalton  and 

Lindal  and 

Askam  ami  I ota 

Newton 

Marton 

Ireleth 

Congenital  Defects 

5 

I 

3 9 

Bronchitis 

3 

— 

I 4 

Premature  Birth 

4 

— 

1 5 

Influenza 



1 1 

Convulsions 

I 

— 

I 2 

Pneumonia 

1 

— 

2 J 

Diarrhoea 

I 

— 

Totals 

15 

1 

9 25 

It  is  satisfactory  to  iind  tliat  tlie  Infantile  Deaths  have  come 
down  to  about  the  normal  number,  there  is  a decrease  in  each  of  tlie 
districts,  but  more  especially  in  Dalton. 
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The  Infant  Welfare  work  of  the  District  is  undertaken  by  the 
County  Council,  one  of  the  County  Assistants  having  been  nominated 
to  take  charge  of  the  work,  and  he  has  the  assistance  of  a Female 
Health  Visitor  who  undertakes  the  home  visiting.  Advice  is  given  to 
expectant  mothers,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  tliere  will  be  a consider- 
able extension  of  the  work,  in  this  department,  in  the  very  near 
future. 


The  County  Council  is  also  the  supervising  authority  under 
the  Midwives  Act,  and  has  a Female  Inspector  working  in  the  district. 

Sen’ile  Deaths. — In  persons  of  65  years  of  age  and  upwards 
there  have  been  63  deaths,  as  c:ompared  with  75  in  the  year  1918  and 


these  have  been  distributed  as  under. 

Dalton  and  Newton 

...  48 

Lindal  and  Marton 

I 

.Askam  and  Ireleth 

14 

Total  03 

Phthisis. — Seventeen  deaths  have  been  registered  as 
arising  from  Pulmonary  l uberculosis,  12  in  Dalton,  i in  Lindal  and 
4 in  Askam.  Four  deaths  have  occurred  from  Tubercular  Diseases  of 
other  organs,  viz.  : three  at  Dalton  and  one  at  .Askam. 

The  treatment  of  Tubercular  Diseases,  is,  also,  undertaken 
by  the  County,  who  have  appointed  one  of  their  Medical  Officers  and 
a Nurse  to  take  charge  of  the  work. 

1 think  it  may  be  said  that  generally  speaking  the  County 
Officials  are  supported  by  the  .Medical  Practitioners,  except  in  so  iar 
as  early  notification  is  concerned,  and  in  this  respect,  1 fear  that  delay 
is  loo  common,  until  the  disease  is  well  established  and  treatment, 
therefore,  of  doubtful  value. 

Home  visiting  is  carried  out  systematically  by  both  the 
Medical  Officer  and  Nurse. 

Dispensary  has  been  equipped  at  Ulverston,  and  it  has 
been  found  that  patients  are  quite  willing  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
facilities  for  treatment  provided. 

Venereal  Diseases. — Although  the  treatment  of  \’enereal 
Diseases  is  undertaken  by  the  County,  the  scheme  is,  still,  so  much  in 
its  infancy  that  it  would  not  be  easy  to  say  a great  deal  about  it, 
moreover,  it  cannot  be  said  that  much  scope  for  treatment  is  found  in 
the  district.  Patients  are  offered  free  treatment  at  the  Harrow 
Hospital,  and  facilities  are  offered  to  Medical  Practitioners  for  treat- 
ment and  investigation. 
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Cancer. — There  have  been  17  deaths  from  Cancer  in  Dalton, 
2 in  Lindal  and  3 in  Askain,  making  a total  of  22,  exactly  the  same 
number  as  in  the  year  1918. 

Zymotic  Deaths. — I arn  very  pleased  to  be  able  to  report 
that  onl}  three  deaths  from  diseases  of  this  type  have  arisen  during 
the  past  year,  equal  to  a Zymotic  Death-rate  of  ’22  per  1,000.  In  igi8 
there  were  16  deaths  from  this  class  of  disease  and  the  death-rate  was 
I'lg  per  1,000.  All  the  deaths  were  due  to  Diphtheria,  and  arose  in 
children  belonging  to  Dalton — one  in  July,  one  in  .August  and  one  in 
October.  The  ages  of  the  children  being  16  months,  12  months,  and 
four  years.  It  was  never  possible  to  say,  definitely,  what  was  the 
cause  of  the  outbreak. 


Infectious  Diseases. — The  following  table  gives  the  num- 
ber of  cases  of  notifiable  diseases  reported  during  the  year. 


1 Jallon  and 

Lindal  and 

Askam  and 

Totals 

Neu  ton 

Marlon 

Ireleth. 

1919 

t'carlet  Tever  ...  1 

'3 

23 

37 

Di[)htheria  ...  5 

— 

I 

, 6 

Fr^sipelas  ...  2 

— 

2 

4 

Fuerperal  Fever  ...  — 

- 

Ophthalmia  ...  i 



— 

I 

Pneumonia  ...  5 

I 

6 

1 I 

I'yphoid  Fever  ...  1 

I 

.Measles  ...  0 

I 

5 

8 

Ant.  Pol-myelitis  ...  2 



I 

3 

Malaria  ...  



0 

0 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  16 

___ 

3 

2 1 

Tuberculosis  (other  ororans)  2 

— 

2 

4 

Totals  38 

^5 

47 

1 00 

Totals 

1918 

I 


8 


3 


9 


2t, 

_6 

53 


. Typhoid  Fever. — In  the  year  1918  not  a single  ca.se  of 
Typhoid  Fever  was  notified,  and  during  the  year  under  review  there 
has  only  been  one  case,  and  this  occurred  in  a boy  aged  14  at  Tunnel 
Cottages,  a small  group  of  one  storey  dwellings,  just  outside  the 
town.  I he  sanitary  conditions  existing  were  far  from  satisfactory 
and  these  have  been  taken  in  hand  by  the  Owner,  and  brought  up-to- 
date,  as  mentioned  in  another  part  of  my  report. 


Influenza. — A considerable  epidemic  of  Influenza  occurred 
again  in  Tebruary  and  March,  and  26  deaths  were  registered  as 
being  due  to  this  cause.  16  in  Dalton,  3 in  Inndal  and  7 in  .Askain. 
I here  were  7 deaths  in  February,  i 1 in  March,  3 in  April,  i each  in 
May,  June,  July,  October  and  December.  Most  of  the  deaths  arose 
in  young  adults  or  old  people  as  is  shown  by  the  lol lowing  table. 

Under  i yr.  1/2  2/5  5/15  15/25  25/45  45/^5  ^3/^1'- 

1 — — ■ 2 4 9 3 7 
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Scarlet  Fever. — An  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  commenced 
in  Askam  in  May,  and  cases  continued  to  crop  up  until  the  end  of 
September,  as  my  table  shows  there  were  23  notifications.  The 
disease,  also,  showed  itself  in  the  Linda!  and  Marton  area  about  the 
same  time  and  extended  practically  over  the  same  period,  here  there 
were  13  notifications. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  generally  are  isolated  in  the 
High  Carley  Fever  Hospital,  which  is  under  the  management  of  a 
Joint  Board.  I find,  liitle  difficulty,  as  a rule  in  persuading  parents 
to  allow  sufferers  to  be  removed. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Barrow  Corporation 
to  receive  any  cases  of  Small  Pox  that  might  arise  in  the  area  ot  the 
Joint  Board,  but  fortunately  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  advan- 
tage of  the  privilege. 

In  conclusion,  I must  tender  my  thanks  to  the  Health  Com- 
mittee and  my  colleagues,  for  their  kindly  co-operation  and  support 
at  all  times. 


I am.  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

G.  H.  PATTERSON, 

L.R.C.P.  Fond.,  M.R.C.S.  Eng.,  D.P.H.  Bond. 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


a3rd  March,  1920. 
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Sanitary  Inspector’s  Report. 

For  the  Year  Ending  December  31ST,  1919. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1919,  of  the 
sanitary  condition  of  the  district,  which  deals  in  a classified  form  with 
the  number  and  description  of  the  nuisances  dealt  with,  together  with 
other  work  carried  out  in  the  Sanitary  Department.  In  accordance  with 
your  Committee’s  instructions  formal  notices  were  served  on  the  various 
owners  or  occupiers,  for  the  abatement  of  all  nuisances. 

INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT. 

The  district  has  been  subject  to  regular  inspections,  special 
attention  having  been  given  to  all  premises  in  which  Infectious  disease 
had  been  notified,  and  also  to  all  other  premises  on  which  nuisances 
were  likely  to  exist. 

Number  and  Nature  of  iNSPECTroNS  made  during 

THE  Year. 


Inspections  under  Housing  Acts  ...  ...  ...  249 

Other  house  inspections  and  revisits  ...  ...  ...  273 

Bakehouses  and  other  premises  in  which  food  is  prepared 

or  exposed  for  sale  ...  ...  ...  ...  263 

Inspections  of  premises  re  Infectious  disease  ...  ...  31 

Dwellinghouses  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  31 

Cowsheds  inspections  ...  ...  ...  ...  203 

.Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  291 

Workshop  Inspection,  other  than  Bakehouses  ...  ...  iii 

Shop  Inspections  under  Food  Control  and  Profiteering  Act  134 


2,286 

Number  of  Notices  served  (Statutory)  ...  ...  38 

,,  ,,  (Informal)  ...  ...  159 


Nuisances  dealt  with, 

Houses  with  defective  gullies  replaced  with  |)roperly  trapped 

gullies  ...  ...  ...  . 3 

Houses  with  defective  slopstones  pipes  repaired  ...  19 

,,  ,,  drain  ventilation  ...  ...  3 
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Eaves,  gutters  and  down  spouting  ...  ...  ...  21 

Yards  surfaces  relaid  or  repaired  ...  ...  ...  13 

Defective  drains  relaid  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

W.(J.  fittings  and  cisterns  rejiaired  ...  ...  44 

Roofs  of  Houses  repaired  ...  ...  21 

Defective  VV.C’s  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

W.C.  walls,  roofs  and  seats  repaired  ...  ...  ...  17 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  ...  ...  ...  7 

Sculleries  rebuilt  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Chimney  flues  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Yard  walls  rebuilt  and  rep liicd  ...  ...  8 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Privies  converted  to  water  closets  ...  ...  ...  36 

Nuisances  arising  from  insanitary  condition  of  hon.scs  ...  5 

W.C.  drains  stopped  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Yard  and  house  drains  stopped  ...  ...  ..  62 

Damp  internal  walls  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Dampness  of  dwellinghouses  ...  ...  ...  13 

Offensive  accumulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Animals  kept  so  as  to  be  a nuisance  ...  ...  ...  7 

Insanitary  condition  of  yards  ..  ...  ....  11 

Insufficient  water  supply  for  domestic  purposes.  ...  5 

Smoke  nuisance  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

The  greater  part  of  the  milk  retailed  is  produced  within  the 
district  or  in  the  Rural  area  immediately  adjoining.  I'he  quality  oi 

the  milk  is  good,  while  the  adequacy  of  sup[)ly  and  di.sti  ibution  is  now 
sufficient  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  consumers. 

Quite  a number  of  the  Cowsheds  from  which  milk  is  produced 
are  structurally  unsatisfactory,  chiefly  in  regard  to  ventilation  and  light- 
ing, and  it  seems  to  me  practically  impossible  to  produce  a clean  milk 
supply  under  such  conditions. 

There  are  59  Cowsheds,  etc.,  in  the  disiiict. 

472  inspections  have  been  made. 

No  structural  im[)rovements  have  been  carried  out  during  the 

year. 

No  action  was  taken  in  regard  to  '1  nberculosis  milk,  with  llu 
exception  that  where  milk  cattle  appear  to  have  been  affected  with  the 
disease.  Cow-keepers  were  advised  to  isolate  the  animals.  Five  animaU 
have  been  slaughtered  during  the  year,  and  lonmi  to  be  sufferini^  fiom 
the  disease. 


Unsound  Food  and  Food  Inspection. 

A considerable  amount  of  time  is  given  to  the  work  of  food 
inspection.  A number  of  requests  have  also  been  received  by  traders  to 
examine  various  classes  of  foods.  1,400  lbs.  have  been  condemned  during 
the  year. 

All  controlled  foods  found  unsound  are  returned  to  the 
manufacturers  or  wholesaler. 

A certificate  is  given  to  the  trader  stating  the  amount  of  food 
condemned. 

.'\  quantity  of  both  fresh  ami  cured  fish  has  also  been  found 
unsound  and  unfit  for  food. 

rite  sanitai)’  comliiion  (jf  premises  in  which  lood  is  manu- 
factured or  piepared  lor  sale,  is  fairly  good.  With  the  exception  of  the 
cowsheds  (tile  existing  legislation  for  which  seems  to  us  to  be  defective) 
no  (.lifhcuiiy  has  been  exjieiienced  in  dealing  with  any  insanitary  condi- 
tion louiul  10  exist  on  premises  where  food  is  prepared. 

bakclionses  generally  are  a very  good  class  of  woikshop.  Dm' 
ing  the  year  one  bakehouse  has  been  remodelled.  Limewashing  and 
general  cleansing  has  been  carried  out  at  the  times  specified  by  the 
Factory  and  Workshops  Act. 

There  are  no  underground  bakehouses  in  the  district. 

Meat  Inspections. 

It  will  be  right  to  state  that  more  time  is  given  to  meat  inspect- 
ion than  to  other  classes  of  foods. 

In  consequence  of  having  so  many  other  duties  to  perform,  it 
is  impossible  to  give  the  attention  to  food  inspection  that  it  ought  to 
receive,  in  fact,  the  inspection  of  the  various  classes  of  foods,  together 
with  cowsheds  and  milk  supply  would,  in  my  opinion,  fully  occupy  the 
whole  time  of  an  inspector,  if  the  work  is  to  be  done  efficiently.  All 
meat  is  carefully  inspected  for  Tuberculosis  or  other  diseases,  and  imme- 
diate steps  are  taken  to  deal  with  either  carcases  or  part  of  carcases 
found  affected 

Slaughter  Houses. 

The  Slaughter  houses  are  all  private — Dalton  5,  Askam  2, 

l.indal  1. 

'1  he  inspection  of  meal  at  the  time  of  slaughter  cannot  be 
always  carried  out,  the  slaughter  houses  are  situate  so  widely  apart  and 
the  butchers  not  having  a fixed  time  for  doing  this  work. 

Much  mure  could  be  done  in  this  direction  if  whole  time  was 
given  to  food  work,  and  more  esjiecially  if  a public  Abattoir  were 
provided. 


H 


Meat  Inspection. 

No  difficulty  is  experienced  in  dealing  with  diseased  meat,  the 
butchers  willingly  surrender  the  meat  or  carcase.  A certificate  is  issued 
stating  exactly  the  amount  condemned.  Arrangements  are  made  with  the 
Auction  Co.  or  the  Area  Meat  Agent  as  the  case  may  be,  for  the  disposal 
of  the  diseased  meat,  which  is  carried  out  under  my  supervision. 

It  has  not  been  found  necessary  to  obtain  any  orde's  for  the 

seizure. 

Carcases  condemned  dining  the  year  are  3,  parts  of  carcases  5 
HOU.SINC. 

No.  of  Houses  fo  working  classes 

New  Houses  for  working  classes  erected  during  the  \ear 
Poimlation  ... 

Extent  of  Shortage  of  Houses 
Measu  res  taken  to  meet  shortage 

Housing  .Scheme — Dalton  25,  Ask.nm  25. 

Over  Crowdino. 

>Extent 

Causes — shortage  of  Housing  Accommodation. 

Measures  taken  to  deal  with  over  crowding 
Over  crowding  dealt  with  during  the  year 
Fitness  of  Houses  generally  good. 

Character  of  Defects  found  to  exist  in  unfit  houses. 

Dampness,  and  in  many  cases  due  to  defective  roofs,  with 
decaying  timbers,  lack  of  accommodation  for  yard  space, 
sculleries,  washing  boilers,  sinks,  etc.,  cannot  be  obtained. 
Houses  with  rear  and  gables  to  earth,  back  to  back  houses, 
defective  walls,  floors,  houses  to  which  an  adequate  water 
supply  cannot  be  obtained,  etc.,  and  general  delapidation. 

Action  taken  as  regards  unfit  houses — Council  proceeding  with  Housing 
Scheme. 

Statistics  for  12  Months  Ending  December  31ST,  1919. 

1.  Number  of  dw’ellinghouses  in  respect  of  which  complaints  were 

made  that  they  are  unfit  for  habitation,  none. 

2.  .Action  under  Sec.  17  of  Housing  Act,  1909. 

(a)  Ncinber  of  dwellinghonses  inspecteii  under  and 

for  purposes  of  the  .Section  ...  ...  249 

(ii)  Numbei'  of  dwellinghonses  condemned  unfit  for 

habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  133 

(c)  Number  of  dwellinghonses  tlie  defects  in  which  were 
r('medied  without  the  making  of  closing  Ordei's 


^793 

13.360 

379 

44 

none 

none 


' > 
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3-  Difficulties  in  remedying  unfitness. 

High  prices  of  labour  and  material,  low  rents  of  houses. 
Most  owners,  not  in  financial  position,  being  to  a great  extent 
dependent  on  two  or  three  houses  for  livelihood. 

4.  Conditions  as  far  as  they  affect  housing  as  regards  water  supply, 
closet  accommodation  and  refuse  disposal,  fairly  satisfactory. 


Unhealthy  Areas  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  none 

Action  under  Section  28  of  the  Housing  Acts,  1919. 

No.  of  orders  for  repairs  issued  ...  ...  ...  38 

No.  of  cases  of  repairs  carried  out  by  local  authority  none 

No.  of  dwellinghouses  voluntarily  closed  by  owner  ...  none 
No.  of  representations  made  to  the  local  authority  with 

a view  to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  ...  i 

Closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


In  conclusion  I have  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  members 
of  the  Sanitary  Committee  for  the  kindness  shown  in  the  discharge  of 
my  duties,  and  also  the  Medical  Officer,  Clerk  and  Surveyor  for  their 
willingness  to  tender  advice  at  any  time. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  obedient  servant, 


March,  1920. 


W.  E.  CAINE. 
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